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What this presentation covers:

• An introduction to Rural Development 
Programme for England- background and 
design

• How it works

• Statement of Priorities

• Eligibility

• Support available to applicants

• Next steps



















Key Principles

• 5 year agreements- exceptions can be made for more 
complex options (woodland, wetland habitats etc). 

• Biodiversity and Water are key objectives

• Includes Forestry Schemes and CSF

• Open to all- but competitive so must meet objectives 
laid out in statements of priorities

• Applications submitted on new Rural Payments System. 
Guidance available on Gov.uk

• A business can only apply for 1 application per year





Statements of Priorities and scoring

• Applications should reflect Countryside 
Stewardship priorities and show that they 
provide value for money. 

• To score applications, we will use: 

- the priorities highlighted in the national 
scheme targeting framework 

- the land management options applicants have 
chosen for their land parcels 









Next steps







Thank you for listening

Any questions?

Hannah.Thacker@naturalengland.org.uk
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