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Welcome

The New Forest National
Park is truly unique.

It's a ‘world capital” for wildlife with a
huge diversity of rare plants and animals
— one of the reasons why it was made a
National Park in 2005.

A place of outstanding natural beauty,
the unique landscape is shaped by the
grazing of ponies, cattle and pigs that
roam freely. These animals may appear
wild, but they are owned by people
called commoners. This active, working
Forest has been managed by people
for centuries.

One of the last places in southern
England to offer a sense of wildness
and tranquillity, it's a wonderful area to
explore on foot, horseback, or by bike.

Indeed William the Conqueror, who
set aside the ‘New Forest’ for hunting
more than 900 years ago, would
probably recognise much of it today.
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Pigs in the forest

Free-roaming animals

When you visit the New Forest one of the first
things you will notice is the free-roaming animals.
It's rare to travel more than a few miles without
coming across these famous Forest residents —
including ponies, donkeys, cattle, sheep and pigs.

They are known as ‘the
architects of the Forest’
because it is their grazing
that creates the accessible
landscape we all enjoy
and precious habitats

for many rare species.

Please keep your distance
from the animals and
don’t feed or pet them.
There's plenty of natural
food, and anything
else — even carrots —
can be dangerous for

them. Feeding can also
encourage them to rely
on humans. They may
look friendly but they can
bite and kick, especially
mares with foals.

The animals have no
road sense and wander
on the roads day and
night. Please pass them
wide and slow, and be
careful driving, especially
when visibility is poor.

Care for the Forest

BBQ-free New Forest:
To reduce the risk of
devastating wildfires,
vast swathes of the New
Forest and Dorset are
complete no BBQ and fire
zones. BBQs, camping
stoves or anything with
a naked flame are not
permitted in car parks or
any area of the Forest.
All BBQ facilities at
Forestry England sites
have been removed.

Many shops and outlets
in and around the

New Forest have taken
disposable BBQs off sale.

Litter: Your food and
litter could harm the
wildlife and livestock.
Please take your litter
home with you to
dispose of responsibly.

Birds: To help ground-
nesting birds rear their
young safely, keep
yourself, dogs and
ridden horses on the
main tracks from the
beginning of February
to the end of August

Dogs: To minimise
disturbance to wildlife,
livestock and other
people, please keep
dogs under control and
visible — if necessary use
a lead. Pick up after your
dog at all times and take
bagged waste home if
there’s no litter bin.

Forest management:
The New Forest is a
living, working Forest.
Take notice of any
warning signs, keep a
safe distance from work
sites, and keep gates
and entrances clear.
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weacuring the future of the new Foren

Do you love the Forest?

Then please help secure the future
of its wildlife, young people and
commoners by donating to the New
Forest Trust at lovetheforest.org.uk : :
Registered charity no. 1099420 1

Meet the rangers
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