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• Climate

• Nature

• People

• Place

• Partnership



Sustainable Farming 

• The Farming in Protected Landscapes scheme is to be 

extended until March 2025 

• NPA has already been allocated £456,000 to issue in 

grants (July 2021 - March 2024) which has supported 

hedgerow planting, new orchards, creation of ponds and 

flood reduction schemes

• HLS extended by 5 years during this period of ‘agricultural 

transition’; further details awaited on future payments for 

environmental goods and services



Levelling Up & 

Regeneration Bill

• Discussions around planning have dominated the debate 
around the Bill.

• Consultation on a new draft National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) – 22 Dec 2022 – 2 March 2023

• Very much focused on housing delivery

• Changes to Local Plan preparation

• New set of National Planning Policies for ‘nationally 
important matters’

• Greater emphasis on the role of beauty and placemaking in 
strategic policies and to further encourage well-designed and 
beautiful development



NPPF Consultation

• NPE have sent in a collective response on behalf of the 

English National Park Authorities 

• Call for greater recognition that National Parks are not 

suitable locations for unrestricted housing

• Concern that strengthening Green Belt protection may 

create development pressures in adjoining National Parks

• Support for more ‘social rent’ affordable housing

• Welcome move  “to further encourage well-designed and 

beautiful development” 



NPPF Consultation

Question 30:

Do you agree in principle that an applicant’s 

past behaviour should be taken into account 

in decision making?



Increasing planning fees and 

performance

• Increasing planning fees and performance: technical 

consultation - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

• increase planning fees by 35% for major applications 

and 25% for all other applications

• make an annual inflation-related adjustment to 

planning fees

• double fees for retrospective applications

• remove the ‘free-go’ for repeat applications

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/increasing-planning-fees-and-performance-technical-consultation


Permitted development rights: 

supporting ‘pop up’ campsites 

• Permitted development rights: supporting temporary 

recreational campsites, renewable energy and film-

making consultation - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

• Would allow ‘pop-up’ campsites to operate for 60 

days a year – subject to no more than 30 tents on the 

site at any one time

• Greater flexibility to erect solar panels without 

needing planning permission

• Greater freedoms for film-making

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/permitted-development-rights-supporting-temporary-recreational-campsites-renewable-energy-and-film-making-consultation


Building Design Awards



Public Spaces Protection Order







Recent Events 
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