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If you are a professional dog walker, show
that you follow best dog walking practices
and respect the special qualities of the
National Park by signing up to the New
Forest Professional Dog Walkers Charter.

If you are a dog owner, follow the New
Forest Dog Walking Code and display
one of our car window stickers. If you are
employing someone to walk your dog,
please check that they are signatories to
the Charter.

You can find the Charter on our website
and view listings of all the businesses
already signed up or find out how to
register your own business.
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Keep your dog safe

Your dog should always be under effective control.
This means that you have a short lead with you and
use it when needed (e.g. around livestock, near
roads or where signage requests it). Remember you
should only have your dog off lead if you can keep
it in sight and close enough to come back to you
on command.

It is an offence to allow a dog to chase or attack
livestock. Your dog may itself be in danger from
cattle or ponies, especially those with young, if they
perceive a threat.

Find the safest route around animals, giving them
plenty of space. If you feel threatened by cattle,
ponies or other animals, release your dog to make
it easier for you both to reach safety.

Ensure that your details are on your dog'’s collar
and that it is microchipped, so you can be reunited
quickly if your dog does get lost.

If you see a dangerous dog e.g. chasing or
attacking ponies, wildlife or livestock, call the Police
on 999 (emergency) or 101 (non-emergency).

If you see a lost, stray or out of control dog, call
New Forest District Council Dog Wardens on 023
8028 5000 (office hours) or 023 8028 5202 (out of
office hours).

Ticks are a common risk in most
countryside areas. They may
attach themselves to people or
dogs and they can carry Lyme
disease. If you find one, carefully
remove the whole tick with a
tick remover and seek medical
advice if you have any concerns.

Right — female tick shown
about 10x larger than life and
a variety of tick removers.
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The adder can be found throughout

the New Forest. They are the only = % ;

venomous snake in the UK and dogs

can sometimes disturb adders in the S e
undergrowth, which can lead to ' R w

them being bitten. Keeping your dog
on the tracks and close by can help
prevent an encounter with an adder.

If you suspect your dog has been
bitten you should get the dog to a
vet. Try to keep your dog calm and if
possible, carry your dog rather than
letting it walk. Most local vets are
experienced in treating bites to pets,
and most dogs make a full recovery.

Above — The adder is one of six species

of reptile found in the New Forest. It is
easily recognised by a dark zig-zag marking
along its back. All reptile species in the UK
are protected by law and should never be
injured or killed.

Dogs in ponds

We encourage owners to keep their dogs out of Forest ponds,
streams and other wetland areas. Chemicals present on their fur,
such as veterinary treatments can wash off into the water — not
only reducing its effectiveness for your dog, but also polluting the
water and posing a risk to rare and endangered insect species. Dogs
also cause erosion of the banks and disturb fine sediment from the
bottom, this clouds the usually clear water and if used regularly can
lead to the loss of wetland plants and wildlife.

Fetch, don't chase!

Try placing a ball or throwing it
and waiting for it to settle. Then
send your dog to find it.

This helps your dog learn
not to chase things without
checking it's ok with you.

Dog Activity Trails

There are lots of walking routes and green spaces near to
the New Forest National Park for dogs to enjoy. Look for
the Green Way logo or find a Green Way dog activity park
marked on the map inside this leaflet.

Fun and fitness for you and your dog

Can you and your dog attempt to tunnel, weave, jump
and balance your way around a Green Way dog activity
park? Try these challenges with your dog: there is no right
way to use each activity, just have fun together.

Look after yourself and your dog

&¢ Don't overdo it: If you or your dog get out of breath,
take a rest. Take it easy if your dog is recovering from
illness or injury.

¢ Check the activities before you use them: Make sure
there is no broken glass or sharp objects that could
hurt your dog.

& Watch out for snagging collars: Avoid check chains,
pinch collars or slip leads when using the trail.

& Be aware: Keep an eye open for other users to avoid
conflict.

& Clean up after your dog: Pick up and put in the dog
waste bins.

&° Make sure your dog is always under control.

The activities are based on ‘agility’ challenges which
have specific rules for competitions
- you never know, you might have
an agility champion with you!
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Beaches

If you enjoy taking your dog along the coast,
make sure you know which are dog friendly
and if they have seasonal restrictions. The

If you drive into the Forest,
check for seasonal car park
closures. Please obey signs
about local restrictions and
do not park on road verges
or in gateways.

New Forest coastline is part of the Solent
Special Protection Area, because of its
importance for coastal birds — especially over
the winter. Birds at the coast need to feed,
rest and breed without being disturbed.



