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1 Purpose 
 
1.1 The purpose of this Strategy is to establish a framework which will 

guide proposals and action to reduce signage clutter, encourage better 
presentation of necessary existing signs, and improve the design of 
any new signs within the National Park.  It concentrates on the 
countryside outside settlements, and primarily on highway signs, and 
does not cover planning issues relating, for example, to signs subject to 
control through advertisement regulations.   

 
1.2 The New Forest National Park Authority has a strategic role in ensuring 

that signage within the National Park reflects national park purposes 
by: 

 
 guiding and influencing signage to ensure that the special qualities 

of the National Park are conserved and enhanced – particularly as 
regards visual impact; 

 guiding, influencing and in some cases delivering signage which 
enables people to enjoy and understand the National Park (for 
example installing boundary markers). 

 
2 Background 
 
2.1 Signs on the highway are essential or desirable in some locations to 

give information and direction to the road user in the interests of road 
safety and ease of navigation.  Highway signs are placed under 
statutory powers granted by the Department for Transport to the 
Highway Authority. Regulations guide sign design and positioning in 
four main categories: 

 
 Regulatory Signs - signs with red circles; 
 Warning Signs - mostly triangular; 
 Direction Signs - mostly rectangular; 
 Information Signs - mostly rectangular. 
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2.2 The New Forest has special authorisation for the 40mph zone and the 
way it is signed. This includes the design of the 40 zone signs located 
at entry points and the use of 40 roundels painted on the roads instead 
of repeater signs on posts. 

 
2.3 Non-highway related signs may be placed on the highway under 

licence by the local authority (New Forest District Council, Salisbury 
District Council and Test Valley Borough Council) but these require the 
consent of the Highway Authority (Hampshire County Council and 
Wiltshire County Council). 

 
2.4 Key types of non-highway related signs in the National Park covered by 

this strategy include information about land ownership, brown tourism 
signs, animal warning signs and forest car park information points.  

 
2.5 The need for a rationalisation strategy for signs across the New Forest 

National Park has arisen for a variety of reasons: 
 

i) The number of signs has increased over recent decades.  While 
new signs have been added, some old or redundant ones have not 
been removed. In consequence, many current signs appear to be 
poorly designed, located or maintained.  There is now an 
opportunity to promote the highest standards of signage generally, 
in order to strengthen the sense of place and there is widespread 
acknowledgement that a rationalisation initiative is needed.  The 
Authority’s Corporate Plan 2007-2008 (U3) includes the following 
action: 

 
 Reduce the impact of signs through developing and 

implementing a plan for removal, rationalisation and 
replacement, incorporating common design elements, 
wherever possible, working in partnership with the highway 
authorities. 

 
ii) Animal road accidents are a significant and emotive local issue for 

the New Forest and a desire to reduce their frequency through the 
use of signs has resulted in a proliferation of conspicuous non-
statutory warning signs carrying a range of messages.   

 
iii) The pressure to follow national awareness campaigns (such as 

‘Don’t Drink and Drive’) and attempts to reduce car-related crime 
have resulted in signage which is not specific to the New Forest 
and does not respect the special qualities of the National Park 
landscape.  

 
iv) Some elements of the current signs are clearly no longer 

appropriate (such as the New Forest Committee logos at 
entrances to the 40mph zone). 
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v) The boundary of the National Park needs to be indicated through 
the use of appropriate markers. These are intended to enhance 
the ‘sense of place’ and to encourage positive attitudes towards 
the area and respect for its special qualities. 

 
vi) There is a potential opportunity to create a common design thread 

among some signs within the National Park. These include non-
statutory signs (where the design is not strictly regulated) and 
some specific elements of statutory signs (primarily their 
supporting posts and coloured borders of composite signs). 

 
3 Responsibilities 
 
3.1 The Highways Agency is responsible for signs on the M27, A31 and 

A36. 
 
3.2 Hampshire and Wiltshire County Councils, as Highway Authorities, are 

responsible for signs on all other public highways. 
 
3.3 New Forest District Council has a traffic management agency 

agreement with Hampshire County Council. This allows them to 
perform certain traffic management functions on behalf of the County 
Council. Such functions could include tourist signing, traffic calming 
and waiting restrictions, together with associated signage, but would 
exclude maintenance of signs.  

 
3.4 New Forest District Council is responsible for town and village name 

signs and street signs on public highways maintained by Hampshire 
County Council.  These fall outside this strategy. 

 
3.5 Local Authorities are obliged to try to reduce the number of killed and 

seriously injured people and road signage has a role to play. 
 
3.6 As the largest landowner in the area and the provider of most car 

parks, the Forestry Commission is responsible for many signs 
indicating its land ownership and countryside recreation facilities.  

 
3.7 The Verderers are influential in determining whether or not new non-

statutory signs are appropriate on Crown Land, beyond the limit of the 
public highway. 

 
3.8 Various groups exist whose activities can have an impact on signs in 

the Forest. Key groups include: 
 

 the New Forest Road Safety Council which coordinates some 
safety education initiatives across the District; 

 the New Forest Safer Roads Group which coordinates the use of 
Speed Indicator Devices (known as SIDs); 

 an Animal Accident Reduction Group which has recently started to 
meet; 
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 the Boundary Markers and Signage Advisory Group set up by the 
National Park Authority. 

 
4 The National Park context 
 
4.1 One of the reasons for designation as a National Park is the recognition 

of its special landscape quality, and to ensure it is conserved, 
enhanced, understood and enjoyed.  Key aspects of National Park 
status which should influence signage include: 

 
 the natural appearance of the landscape and vegetation; 
 the lack of hard features such as rocks; 
 the open views in the grazed areas; 
 the presence of grazing stock which might be attracted to or 

endangered by signs. 
 
5 Underlying principles for signs in the New Forest National Park 
 
5.1 The Boundary Markers and Signage Advisory Group has adopted the 

following principles which should apply to any policy or proposals for 
signage in the New Forest National Park. They were agreed by the 
Authority on 20 July 2006. 
 
i) New signage should only be installed where there is a clearly 

demonstrated purpose and need consistent with National Park 
purposes. 

 
ii) Locations should be selected which offer maximum opportunities 

for delivering messages with greatest impact. 
 

iii) Locations should reflect the full range of potential audiences (not 
just car users).  

 
iv) There should be fewer rather than more signs in the National Park: 

 
 Unnecessary, out of date, or misleading signs should be 

removed. 
 Opportunities to rationalise clusters of signs should be 

considered. 
 

v) Rationalisation may result in opportunities to reinforce awareness 
of the National Park at key internal locations. 

 
vi) Design principles, where appropriate, should include:  

 
 clarity, simplicity and achievement of purpose; 
 attractiveness and in keeping with the New Forest environment; 
 clear links or connections with the New Forest in design, 

materials or manufacture; 
 sustainability and durability; 
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 progress towards a recognisable common thread throughout 
the National Park signage. 

 
vii) Road safety should remain a paramount consideration and not be 

compromised by either design or location. 
 
5.2 Practical implementation of proposals for signage should also consider 

the following: 
 

i) Other methods of conveying the message should be considered 
either as an alternative, or as well as signage. 

 
ii) For some issues, especially seasonal messages, temporary signs 

may be more effective and would be preferred to permanent signs. 
 

iii) The effectiveness, and continued need for specific signs, should 
be subject to planned, periodic review. 

 
6 Specific projects involving signage 
 
6.1 Proposals or programmes for specific areas of work should be informed 

by this signage strategy including: 
 

 the annual programme of planned highway maintenance carried 
out by the Highway Authorities; 

 New Forest aspects of the countywide signage decluttering 
initiative being instigated by Hampshire County Council; 

 the decluttering programme instigated by the New Forest National 
Park Authority; 

 new signage schemes, for example for weight restriction zones 
and new cycle routes; 

 the design, installation and maintenance of boundary markers for 
the National Park, together with any internal reminders; 

 ongoing attempts to reduce the number of animal accidents. 
 
7 Use of the strategy 
 
7.1 This strategy should be adopted by the key organisations with 

responsibilities for signage in the National Park (Hampshire County 
Council, Wiltshire County Council, New Forest District Council, 
Salisbury District Council, Test Valley Borough Council, Forestry 
Commission and New Forest National Park Authority).  Where 
appropriate it should also be made available to other landowners to 
guide any signage they may wish to install. 

 
7.2 It is particularly important that the underlying principles listed in section 

5 are agreed and incorporated into highway authority maintenance 
plans and new integrated traffic management schemes. 

 


	 
	DRAFT SIGNAGE STRATEGY FOR THE NEW FOREST NATIONAL PARK 
	 


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ENG ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


